C 8H11ClHgN2O3S, monoclinic, P12/n1 (no. 14), a = 6.9232(7) Å, b = 24.089(2) Å, c = 7.5097 (7) 
Source of material
The ligand 2-(2-pyridylmethylamino)ethanesulfonic acid (Hpmt) was prepared according to [1] . Hpmt (1 mmol, 0.216 g) was dissolved in 15 ml water. To this solution, HgCl 2 (1 mmol, 0.271 g) was added, and the resulting mixture was stirred at 333 K for 3 hours, then cooled to room temperature. After filtration, the filtrate was left to stand at room temperature. Colourless claviform crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained about one week later in a yield of 53%. Chemical analysisfound: C, 21.21 %; H, 2.39 %; N, 6.24 %; S, 7.14 %; calculated for C 8H11ClHgN2O3S: C, 21.27 %; H, 2.44 %; N, 6.20 %; S, 7.09 %.
Discussion
The investigation of coordination complexes has been a field of rapid growth in last decades in view of their applications in many aspects. Taurine, a b-amino acid containing sulfur, plays a significant role in human life and has important physiological functions. Recently, we have found that the sulfonate groups in both taurine and its reduced or un-reduced schiff bases have diverse coordination modes, such as non-coordinate [2, 3] , monodentate [1, [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] , m 2-bridging [11, 12] and m3-bridging [13, 14] [1] and polymeric Cu II complexes [12, 14] . In the unit cell, there exist strong face-to-face p-p stacking interactions between the pyridine rings of neighbouring chains (figure, bottom). The interplanar average distance and ring-centroid separation distance are 3.4734(5) Å and 4.1625(3) Å, respectively. The chain structure is extended into two-dimensional layers in the (100) plane by p-p stacking. The H atoms of the NH groups are involved in weak hydrogen bonds to the O atoms of the S=O groups and the latter join the layers into a three-dimensional network. 
